
Minutes of Executive Committee of Northumbria Area Ramblers 
held at Trinity Church Hall, High Street, Gosforth, Newcastle upon Tyne, NE3 4AG 

on Monday 9 October 2017, at 7 pm 
Present: 

    Action 
1 Apologies for absence:  Neil Allender, Tony Royston, Rob Hutchinson, Nuala Wright 

2 Minutes of the previous Executive Meeting were approved. 

3 Matters arising: 

3.1 Heritage Way (Judith Taylor) – It was making good progress – leaflets completed, way-marking 
progressing, and website near completion.  There had been problems getting it included on the Ordnance 
Survey map.  Full details of the route would be available from downloading from the Heritage Way site.  Judith 
would send details to Alison for a link to be made from the Northumbria Area site. Some sections in 
Sunderland and South Shields areas were also part of the East Coast Path and signage would be included 
together.   Judith to send website details to Alison 

As the target group was the general public, she would like professional advice on how best to publicise the 
route.  Suggestions were: (a) to ask a personality to be at the launch – possibly around May; (b) an article in 
the Ramblers “Walk” magazine, (c) RA Groups to be sent “flyers”, (d) inclusion in the Walks Festival and 
Group programmes, (e) Contacting “Walking for Health” groups.   

Penny would approach Central Office for their advice re publicity.   Penny  
3.2 Coast Path – Alnwick had completed details from Amble to Bamburgh, and Berwick had done Bamburgh 
to the Borders.  Details were probably with Nuala to pass on to Natural England.  Way-marking from South 
Bents to South Shields had not yet started.  As the MOD was selling off the land near Whitburn for houses, 
and some objections had been received because of the bird sanctuary there, this section would be left until a 
final decision had been made.  There was also severe damage near Seaburn and way-marking would be left 
until repairs had been carried out 

3.3 Lost Ways  Penny had had a meeting with Alnwick for no progress so far. 

3.4 Awards - It was thought that Awards for Mavis Harris and Cliff Ludman had been agreed and distributed. 

4 Financial Report – Steve Edwards 
∗ Current balance after invoices received had been paid £2,132.23 
∗ One Autumn training course still to be invoiced. 
∗ Year end return process was underway.  
∗ A budget request for £7,000 against a projected spend of £7,692.56 had been submitted, but award 

not yet received. 
∗ There will be insufficient funds to pay all Group allocations at the start of the financial year.  He would 

apply a strict interpretation of the Groups Reserve Policy but may still have to pay the annual 
allocation in two or more instalments. 

5 Executive Committee vacancies and role of Area 
 Penny had had a meeting with Diane Simcoe), Central Office, and job descriptions for Area Chair and 

Area Secretary had been received.  Penny would copy these and distribute at the Area Meeting.  
Although not entirely satisfactory, some of the duties of Area Secretary could be split up – (a) Taking 
Minutes, (b) Booking of rooms, (c) Sending out Minutes.  As long as one person’s name was included as 
a contact, there could also be a rota of Chairs. 

 A discussion took place about the role of Area as many general members were disinterested and 
unaware of its purpose.  It was considered important to have an Area as this was the contact between all 
groups, co-ordinating rights-of-way problems, communicating with different groups on long-distant routes 
such as the Heritage Way, Coastal Access, advertising, and running the Northumbria website. 

 Alison suggested that Area could be made more visible by EC members attending group AGM’s, and 
making a presentation. 

 Any names  for vacancies should be to Penny by Sunday 17 December.  If we were unable to fill the 
vacancies of Chair and Secretary then the Area would “go into abeyance”, and an Emergency meeting 
would need to be called to work out a fixed plan. 

 There were also vacancies for Publicity, Media, and Access. 

Penny Ford (Chair) 
Steve Edwards (Treasurer) 
Pauline Hawdon (Mins.) 

Bill Gallon, Independent  
Judith Taylor, Training 
Alison Emslie, Independent 
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6. Reports 
Training (Judith Taylor) – 36 people had attended for training.  Courses had included - Navigation, First 
Aid, Walk Leadership, Night Navigation, Field First Aid and some bespoke courses with one course in the 
morning and a different one in the afternoon, with mixed results.  Judith would send out a questionnaire to 
participants for their reactions.  Participants had paid £10 and some groups had paid the full amount.  It 
was hoped to continue next year if Central Office money was available. 

7. AGM – Saturday 3 February 2018 
Two rooms had been booked at Pegswood Community Hall, including a projector and screen.  Penny 
would send details to Alison for inclusion on the Website.  There would be a walk from Pegswood to 
Bothal. Penny 

8. Walks Festival – May 2018 
The focus was to be on the Heritage Way, and it was hoped that groups would be willing to lead some of 
the 9 sections of approximately 9 miles each.  All were accessible by public transport.   Judith would bring 
a list of the sections to the Area meeting. 

North Shields - Seaton Sluice – Burradon – Ponteland – Newburn – Thornley Woodlands Centre – 
Beamish – Washington Old Village – Roker Pier – South Shields ferry. 

It was suggested that 2 or 3 groups could combine at the beginning similar to that when the Coast Path 
was launched.  As it was a linear walk, 2 groups may wish to walk in opposite directions on the same 
route so that they would have transport back to the start.  Durham Group could also be invited to 
participate. 

Funding was available for a special event. 

9. Any Other Business 
9.1.Worldwide Holidays had advertised in the Northumbria booklets at £60 per full page for many years, but 

were now objecting to paying this amount.  It was suggested that any organisation contacting Groups or 
Area should be forwarded to Tony Royston who would contact them and offer then a link to the Area 
webpage for a small payment.  They may also like to pay for a stand at the AGM.  Penny had been 
contacted by Pacer (an App) and she would ask if they would like a stand. Penny 

9.2.Obituaries 

As we wished to give a positive image, it was suggested that only Obituaries of people who had done a 
lot of work for the organisation should be included on the Area site, and remain on the website for only a 
week.  Groups could include their own obituaries on their own pages. 

10 Date of next Executive meeting – Monday 22 January at Trinity Church 

There being no other business, the meeting closed at 9 pm.
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